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Carpenter PTA will host a Scholastic 

Book Fair in the school library December 

7 and December 10 through 14, from 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Families, teachers 

and the community are invited to attend the 

òBlizzard of Booksó Book Fair, featuring a chilling 

Arctic theme. 

 

Blizzard of Books will offer specially priced books 

including new releases, award-winning titles, chil-

drenõs classics and current bestsellers from more 

than 150 publishers; as well as interactive soft-

ware and educational toys. 

  

Building Better Classroom Libraries  

Shoppers are encouraged to stop by the display of 

classroom and library òwish listsó while visiting the 

Book Fair. The Carpenter PTA is continuing to 

build up classroom libraries and our school library 

by adding new titles. Visitors to the fair can add 

books to our library and classroom shelves by 

purchasing books and donating them to the school 

library or a classroom library. The goal is for each 

classroom library to have 50 books per student. 

The profit from this event helps pay for additional 

library supplies and support other Carpenter PTA 

programs such as emergency preparedness, in-

school assemblies, and Carpenter Student Aid. 

By Debra Van Tongeren 

Once again, our school-wide food drive was an 

enormous success. All of the bins provided by the 

LA Food Bank were brimming with healthy snacks 

and other delicious donations. The Carpenter 

PTA would like to thank all the students and par-

ents who contributed to our òKids for Kidsó cam-

paign. Many hungry LA residents, especially chil-

dren, will benefit from your generosity! 

Give the gift of reading to a child  

The Book Fair will include a òLittle 

Mittensó toy and book drive to bene-

fit needy students at Hooper Avenue 

Elementary School (see page 2 for more informa-

tion on Hooper). In addition, for every dollar 

spent on Scholastic items from the óLittle Mit-

tensó display, Scholastic Book Fairs will provide a 

matching donation (up to one million books) to 

three nonprofit organizations devoted to improv-

ing reading skills among children: Kids in Dis-

tressed Situations, Inc., National Center for Fam-

ily Literacy, and Toys for Tots. 

 

* A note to parents:  

If you choose to give money to your student to 

spend on their own at the Book Fair please talk 

to them about choices. The book fair has a won-

derful assortment of great books at all price lev-

els and also a variety of safe, educational toy 

items. If you prefer your child to only purchase 

books please advise them of your wishes or plan 

on visiting the book fair with them. It is a great 

way to spend quality shopping time and possibly 

find a family reading favorite! For more informa-

tion about Blizzard of Books, contact Debra Van 

Tongeren at dvt1059@gmail.com. 

Another Fabulous Food Drive 
Photo and story by Susan Berin 



A Letter From the President 

   Carpenter is pleased to announce our fifth year of partici-

pating in Hooper Avenue Elementary Schoolõs Adopt A 

Family program. What is Hooper Avenue Elementary? 

Hooper Avenue Elementary is located in Central Los Ange-

les, in one of the cityõs poorest zip codes, and has more 

than 1,400 students. The average Hooper family has ap-

proximately four children. Only a small percentage of 

Hooper families participate in this program. They are cho-

sen by their teacher, social worker and Hooperõs Healthy 

Start Coordinator as families who have experienced some 

misfortune this year. 

   We have two programs with Hooper this year: 

Toy Drive ð We need 100 new toys for Hooper teachers 

to give to selected students.  Please drop off an unwrapped 

new toy in the yellow bin in the Parent Resource Room.  

Or, you can select a book from Carpenterõs Book Fair and we will 

make sure a Hooper Student receives it.  By purchasing a book 

from Carpenterõs Book Fair, you are not only helping a Hooper 

student, you are also helping Carpenter! All donations need to be 

received by Thursday, December 13. 

Adopt a Family Program ð Many classes have signed up to 

adopt a Hooper Family.  The items collected for these families will 

be delivered on Tuesday, December 11, and Carpenter students 

are invited to come to Hooper to meet their adopted family. If 

your class did not adopt a family and you would like to participate, 

please contact Mary Odson (maryodson@hotmail.com). 

   On behalf of Hooper Avenue, we thank everyone for their con-

tinued support.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary 

Odson, Ginny Siegler at hanginthere@sbcglobal.net, or Caryn 

Panec at timandcaryn@earthlink.net.  

Some things to do on winter break (besides sleeping in): 

Check out www.eyespyla.com for events going on around LA. 

For additional tips on things to do during the break, visit 

www.LAParent.com. In the December issue there is a wonderful 

article about òHow to Help Kids Get in on the Giving.ó 

Holiday Outdoor Skating (November 15, 2007, to January 21, 2008): òLA Kings 

Downtown on Iceó at Pershing Square (532 South Olive). For information call 

213.847.4970 or visit www.laparks.org (click on Pershing Square). Cost: $6 per skating 

session and $2 skate rental. 

Have you been to the Getty Center lately? Free family storytelling on December 

16 (parking is $8). Call 310.440.7300. 

Visit the Skirball Center (the Noahõs Ark Weekend Workshop is offered twice 

daily one Sunday a month; especially recommended for children ages 4 to 8.) 

www.skirball.org. 

Go holiday shopping, eco-style, at the Eco Gift Expo on December 15 and 16 at 

the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium. Visit www.ecogift.com for details. 

Check out the Music Center for various events at www.musiccenter.org. The LA 

County Holiday Celebration is free and scheduled for December 24. 

Check out www.dwplightfestival.org for details regarding their fantastic holiday 

light festival at Griffith Park. On your way there, visit Travel Town. 

Visit a library. 

Take the subway and check out the sights. Depending on where you end up, you 

can visit the Central Library (via the òred lineó to downtown), or Kidspace and the 

Norton Simon Museum (via the ògold lineó to Pasadena). 

Leave the Wii at home and head over to the local park where you and your child

(ren) can run around and enjoy each other while playing OUTSIDE. 

After the New Yearõs Rose Parade, check out the floats on display. 

There are lots of wonderful opportunities for you to enjoy with your kids over the 

break. Unfortunately, we could not include ALL of them, so check out the websites 

provided for other ideas not listed. Have a safe and wonderful break! 

ôTis the Season for Giving 

Thanksgiving has come and gone, and 

the holiday season has officially begun 

(already?)! In our house, we bake and 

craft our gifts, which gives our family 

time to decompress and enjoy each 

otherõs company without the hustle and 

bustle of going to the mall. What family 

traditions do you have?  

 

Speaking of tradition, the Carpenter 

community has long enjoyed the tradi-

tion of òadoptingó families from our 

sister school, Hooper Street Elementary 

(see article below). Our Book Fair is a 

wonderful way to purchase gifts for 

friends and members of your family and 

for the less fortunate at Hooper. 

 

With three weeks of downtime, what 

do you and your children do? Need 

some ideas? Check out the list on the 

right for suggestions of places to go and 

things to see in our beautiful city. As 

you blaze a trail with family and friends 

during the winter break, remember to 

take a deep breath and enjoy! Enjoy the 

òhere and nowó with your child(ren) ñ 

the moment is over before you know it. 

Best wishes to you and your family for a 

safe holiday season and a Happy New 

Year! 

 

~Heidi Brewington 

  PTA President 

By Mary Odson 

Winter Break No Time to Hibernate  

(well, maybe just a little)  
Compiled by Heidi Brewington 
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SPIRIT WEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS! All your favorite styles of Carpenter Spirit Wear will be for sale outside the audito-

rium every morning during the holiday performances starting December 7. These comfy tees and sweatshirts make great gifts for 

family members and friends. We also have our new earth-friendly Carpenter canvas grocery bags ð another great gift idea! 

http://www.eyespyla.com/
http://www.laparent.com/
http://www.laparks.org/
http://www.skirball.org/
http://www.musiccenter.org/
http://www.dwplightfestival.org/
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This year's Walk -A-Thon was a terrific success.  The weather was kind to us and it was great to see such 

enthusiastic participation from all of our grade levels. Many, many thanks to Stephanie Sweeney, Coach 

Marty, Dan Jacobson, and all our amazing parent volunteers for their outstanding organization and 

support for this fitness awareness and fundraising event. 

 

 

 

 

 

The canned food drive sponsored by PTA was evidence once again of the generosity of Carpen-

ter families. The collection barrels were overflowing with donations. Thank you to all who con-

tributed to make someone else's holiday more enjoyable.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Parent Education class on November 7 was a huge hit.  There was standing room only as 

Mrs. Richmond, our very knowledgeable Literacy Coach , presented language arts skills and 

strategies to help our parents reinforce learning at home.  Each month we will continue to alter-

nate Parent Education on English/Language Arts and Math.   I hope the participation continues 

to be as strong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our new Student Council President Caleb Glickman and Vice Presi-

dent Luigi Sarracino who welcomed everyone and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance at our Decem-

ber 3 Carpenter Cougar Character Assembly. Congratulations also to Ally Abraham, our new Stu-

dent Council Secretary and to David Kaufman, Student Council Parliamentarian . The high-

lighted character trait for December and January is "KINDNESS." Our second graders did a terrific 

job presenting an acrostic poem about the importance of kindness. I know many of our students 

will 'get caught' being "KIND" . Thank you to Ms. Green's 4th and 5th graders who present the 

grade level perfect attendance each month at our assemblies. These students and the plaques they pre-

sent emphasize the importance of daily attendance. 

 

 

 

At our last School Site Council/LEARN meeting we had a brief discussion about 

the types of questions adults ask children when inquiring about their school day . 

As a reminder, ask questions that children need to answer with more than 'yes' or 'no' or 

'okay.õ Ask questions that will encourage details about their learning experi-

ences. Reflection upon daily experiences helps build  retention of a child's learning. Find 

quality time daily when all family members can share something about their day. 

 

December 2007 



SaVE the Date 
DONõT MISS THESE  

I M P O R T A N T  U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S !  

We look forward to seeing parents at our Winter Holiday performances which are organized, in-

structed, and led by our very talented Mrs. Kimberly Taweel.  We ask that infants and preschoolers not 

attend as we are limited on space and often younger children lack the patience to sit through the performance. 

Performances by Grades 1 -5 will be held the week of December 10 -14.  

A schedule will be sent home. Our kindergarten classes will be performing on Friday, De-

cember 7, which is also the opening day of our òBlizzard of Booksó Book Fair in the school 

library. The gift of a quality book opens new worlds for children.  

 

 

 

 

Please remember when volunteering in the classrooms or attending presentations in the class-

rooms, infants and preschoolers may not accompany adults.  This is a District policy for 

safety and liability purposes. Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

SAVE  THE  DATE 
DONõT MISS THESE  

I M P O R T A N T   

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S !  

 

12/7-12/14  Holiday Performances 

 

12/7-12/14 òBlizzard of Booksó Book Fair in School Library 

 

12/17-1/4  School Closed for Winter break 

 

1/7/2008  School Resumes 

 

 

On behalf of the Carpenter Ave. staff,  

I'd like to wish all of our Carpenter families 

a very happy, healthy, and joyous  

holiday season and 2008 New Year!  

 


