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Blizzard of Books Hits Carp

By Jill Jackson

IN THIS

ISSUE

The Carpenter PTA's Annual Scholastic Book Fatreate their own Wish Lists to take homédany

is blowing in with a new Blizzard of Booksthe  parents stop by the Book Fair after their

best season ahe yearin the Carpenter Library! chi | drends Wi nter Progr

December 1219, from 7:50 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Listscome true while the kids are going back to

every school daythe Book Faimwill be open to class!

students, families, teachers and the com-

munity. This year, the Book Fair will offer

children's classics, exciting new series,

k) awardwinning titles, interactive software
books for adults, and current bestseller
from more than a hundred different pub-

Save the Date 4 lishers.There is virtually something for
everyone (including prechoolers).

Presi dent20s
Letter

Parents, please noté:you plan to give
money to your child for Book Fair,
please be sure the funds are kept sepa-
rate from Lunch/Snack money, and take
a moment to discuswith your child
how to make good purchaseEvery
year, the Book Fair has a wide variety
of greatbooks at all price levels and a selection
Book Fair not only helps you fill your own book- of safe, educational toys.you want your child
shelves in time for Winter Break reading, it also to purchase books only, please be sure your
il helps Carpenter replenish and add new books to child knows this ahead of time.
Uiy R the Main Library and fulfill Wish Lists for books
kept in classroomsWhen you buy a book at the Families often choose to visit the Book Fair
Book Fair, you often save money compared to together! Browsing the aisles of new books with

Principal3ds

Fifth Grade 6 buying the same titles elsewhere, and each pur- your child can create a wonderful moment for
Agivities chase contributes to getting another book for  discussing how to choose a good book and how
Carpenter.That's a wirwin purchaseEach to make wise purchases.

teacher has the opportunity to post a Book Fair
. Wish List right in the Library, so you can also simFor questions, or to volun-
Pl 6 ply purchase a book and deliver it rigtd the teer, please email Jill Jacksc
The 1930s classroom. We will also agagive you the oppor- at JJJTHUNDER@aol.com
tunity to buy books forother children inthe
L.A.area; please come by and see the mittens

hanging over ou(faux) fireplace. Come Flreﬂy Wlth I

Carpenter Avenue PTA Book Fair is a significant part of the PTA's fund- By Ellen Byron

is part of the Valley raising activitiesThe first portion of Book Fair I love a good party. So when | received my first
Gateway Council, profits is dedicated tinyitationto attend a Parents for Carpenter ' S -
O y— canty's) analassroomteachers' favorite selec-  Holiday fundraiser at Firefly restaurant, gra-

tions. Additional profits go toward Librarysup- ¢j ously hosted by owner

17445 Cantlay Street . .
plies and supporting other Carpenter PTA pro-  drop off my check fast enough, despite the fact

Van Nuys, CA 91406

S B 2 grams, such as Emergency PreparednesSctiool that | was a kindergarten parent and hardly knew
Assemblies, Carpenter Student Aid, and many anyone at the school.
Newsletter Editor others. | 4 d
i nét get a ? par
Barb Brabec Before Book Fair begins, students will receive
barge224@aol.com . .
flyers which offer a preview of the books. When | got agreatone. D

the Fair is open, classes will be given ¢hance to
visit during school hours, whethildren can Continued on page two



From the PTA Presid

Can our Winter Break really be just around the corner? many more fun programs that we can all be excited about.
Once again thank you for getting involved in the life of the

It seems like only yesterday all of us were adjusting to theschool and the PTA.

new school year and all of the promise that it held. |

sincerely hope that you have enjoyed this semester as Mark Johnston

much as my family and | have. As | look to the end of the PTA President

year | am thankful for all that we have at Carpenter Ave-

nue Elementary: fantastic children, havdrking teachers

and staff and a wonderful group of parents who routinely Carpe nte rave. Org

q—|ave you visited the school website lately? ey
addition to needto-know FAQs (what time =——=
school ends, whatods bei

I look forward to the PTA Hooper Toy and Clothing Drive te”"’;’ the”da.te oi;hepr]re;\(t PTA{ Pt't:C megt!ﬁ.g)’ tyoul can find
in December, the continuing success of the Book Club, oﬁpo 0 galleries, the newsletter (in briliiant color,

Refl ectionds entries, thevl\\/’lg;[);rﬁc:gv idﬁtigb 5t8§eptgnéb?r 007’1‘? mpﬁ%ny

anks to our webmaster, parent Jonathon Lee!

for the betterment of all of our children. To all of you |
offer a humble and heartfelt thank you for your efforts.

WANTED: Everything You Always Wantec
PTA Newsletter Editor for 2009

Do you enjoy readindevery Child, One Va@aeh month, AbO Ut C H O I C ES M a.g net ApF

nabbing it from your childds backpack the first Thursday o
each month to get the latest news from Carpenter? Would D The Carpenter PTADistinguished Speaker
you like to continue seeing it next year? The PTA is lookin oy Seriesvelcomes David Burke, former PTA
for a writer/photographer/editor/desktop publisher (some _;Wx President and a parent of three Carpenter

experience required, but training is included in the genero alums, oriTuesday, December 9 , to discuss
benefits package) to take over the monthly newsletter in the LAUSD CHOICES Magnet Program. This
2009. Interested? Please contact Barb Brabec at event will be held in Café West at 8:15 a.m.
barge224@aol.coror 818-985-0019. Please email Karin Martens@oldberg with

any questions atarinmg@sbcglobal.net.

Come Firefly With Me

Continued from page one

The ambiance was hip and sophisticated, the food deliciouswill once again play host to Carpenter parents and friends, donat-
the company warm and fun. We celebrated together, knowi ng every ticket sale back to PF
ing that every dime raised went right to PFC to fund its receive a $50 gift certificate for the famfiyendly Sunday dinner at
amazing enrichment programs like music, PE, the science Firefly. What a way to kick off the holiday season, huh? (They
| ab, dance, the media | ab, ewnhavea gpscialikifls mernul Of colrse tyouwnalst wahttto leave o u
Jeffrey Best played Santa a few weeks later and sent each the kids at home and take your partner instead!)
guest a gift certificate in the amount of the ticket they pur-
chased effectively rendering the whole lovely eveningfreeTh er e d s 0 n e 0 gpace i€limited andl theuggelst list is

filling rapidly, so RSVP ASAP. The deadline is December 8. Invita-

Needless to say, my RSVP was the first tions for all Carpenter families went home with your children in

one turned in the following year. midNovember . I f you didndét recei v
office or you can contact Ellen Byron ellenb5036@sbcglobal.net

And needless to say, | was bereft last cb Yes, thatds me. I was so0o excitec

year when the event dndt vdiuatgepedta cochair it. Like | said, | love a good party. And
thereds no better party than one

But joy to the world, the Firefly fundraiser is back. On celebrations with generating cri

December 14 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., the popular eatery  tion at one of the top public elementary schools in Los Angeles.



Pri1 nci Lirda bartQ FBncipal

December 2008

November began with our monthly Carpenter Cougar Character Assembly. The Character Trait

was"Citizenship" and how appropriate that was in the year of a presidential electiur. students truly re-

lated to the importance of being a good citizen both in and out of school and became very knowledgeable about

government and the role of the United States Presiddititank you to the fourthgrade students and their
mt eachers for their wonddé&dsf wk 6Gntineeshopbupfdsent

0Citizenship, 6 December will bring us the valuable

Carpenter's 2008 Walk -a-thon was a huge success. This terrific event not only raises funds for enrichment
education for your children, but even more importantly heightens fithess awareness fone#l.again it was so
well organized by ouwalk -a-thon Chair Stephanie Sweeney and her hard -working commit-

tee. Coach Marty and parent Dan Jacobsen did a great job announcing and cheering on our walkers

with energizing music. Many thanks to the committee and all the parents who volunteered to serve water,
mark students lap forms and supervise the eva@iank you, also, to all our students and their families

who acquired pledges and donated funds.

We had a very successful Earthquake Preparedness Drill on November 13 as part of the state-

wide emergency preparedness program. Upon the signal of a lengthy bell, our classes all dropped, took
cover and waited until "the shaking" stopp&iudents and their teachers then exited the buildings and gath-
ered on our grass field in a very orderly, quiet manrieach of our classes is equipped with an emer-

gency backpack and supplies and we practice various emergency drills as the year proceeds. I
encourage all of our families to do the same at horktave appropriate food supplies, solar blankets, sturdy
shoes, water, and first aid items stored in an accessible loc®i@ctice drills with your family mem-

bers so everyone knows what to do in case of a fire or earthquake. Be prepared!

The Gifts of Giving: The winter months are filled with wonderful, meaningful holidays and remind us it is a

time of giving and caring. We know we ask often for donations to keep our amazing enrichment programs

going and we are so grateful to all who are able to h¥lgt, throughout the year our fabulous families

also remember others who are in need. Our Canned Food Drive collection bins filled up daily with your m&>
caring donations for those who have so littlknow our new toy and clothing drive this month for the 7
more than 200 needy students of Hooper Elementary will be just as successful even in this i}
difficult economy. | am always so impressed by the generosity of the Carpenter community. If you don't t \
time to shop for items to donateplease stop by our Annual Book Fair in the Library and purchase a

" mi t t and g book will be donated in your name to a child at Hoopdrank you to all who are able
and care so much to give.

Parent Conferences: | hope each of our parents is taking advantage of the opportunity to confer-

ence with their child's teacher this week, December 1 -5. It is so important that teachers have this time

with you to review your child's progress and are able to discuss how home and school can function as a team to
help your child work toward their full potentiaClear communication and teamwork between the class-

room teachers and parents are vital components necessary to the success of every student. Please

understand that a 036 is a very good score and indi
l evel content standards. A 040 ilenetistasdartisebsit wheo provided bppdrtgnitigsla n ot
resources, is successfully and consistently extendinggrael# el cont ent t o more r i gorsouds plreov
gress is shown, but your child is not yet meeting gréeleel standards,andou s houl d ask your chil do6s

done at home to help.



Congratulations to our new Student Council officers. Fifth graderdviadison Pettis andLuigi

Sarracino will share in the responsibilities of Student Council Presidétiia DeBonis will be our Vice
PresidentMaddie Gatto will be our Secretary an&yle Abrams will be our Parliamentarian.

Congratulations to all and to all of our candidates who presented outstanding speeches

during their candidacies. Our St udent Council wil/ assist with
efforts, and our Best Behavior prograniiank you to these students for their leadership.

We look forward to having you join us for our Winter Holiday performances which are organ-

ized, instructed, and led by our very talented music teacher, Mrs. Kimberley Taweel.

Our Kindergarten classes will perform on Friday, DecemberGides 15 will perform on various days dur-
ing the week of December 1%9. The orchestra, conducted by our wonderful Mr. Barry Brisk, will

also perform on selected days. Please check your email and watch for printed copies of the schedules
these performancedVe ask that infants and preschoolers not attend as we are limited on space

and often younger children lack the patience to sit through the performance. Thank you for your
understandingAfter the assemblieqlease visit our library for our Annual Book Fair. The gift of a
quality book opens new worlds for children and adults.

On behalf of the Carpenter staff, I'd like to extend our wishes to all of our Carpenter
families for a very happy, healthy, and joyous holiday season and 2009 New Year!

DONG6T MI SS THESE

SAVE THE DATE IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS!

12/4 & 12/5 Minimum Days fi School hours 8:00 a.m. to 12:39 p.m.
12/9 Magnet Information Parent Meeting 8:15 a.m. i Café West
12/11 Special Education Meeting for Parents 8:15a.m. fi Café West
12/12-12/19 Winter Holiday programs  fi Auditorium
12/12 Book Fair Begins fi Library
12/14 Firefly Holiday Party 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. s
X
12/22/08-1/9/09 School Closed for Winter Break QP
1/12 School Resumes
1/15 SSC/LEARN Meeting i Café West A U
(.
1/19 School Closed i Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ‘)’I
. [EEyTy T
1/22 Prospective Parent Tour L D=
S e ==
/étﬁﬁlﬂ \/HZ'%Z"'\‘I |

1/28 PTA Parent Education 8:15 a.m.
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