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In February, the Carpenter community received 

exciting news from the 31st District PTSA Reflec-

tions Committee. Two of our students, Marshall 

Schaffer and James Bartlett, were selected to rep-

resent the District at the state level in the Reflec-

tions Program. 

 

òThis is quite an honor for these two young men,ó 

remarked David Burke, co-chair of Carpenterõs 

PTA Reflections committee. òTheir entries were 

competing against dozens of other schools in our 

District, so it is a real accomplishment. And I think 

itõs wonderful that their 

work will be representing 

Carpenter Elementary at 

the state level.ó 

 

Schaffer (left), a fourth 

grader in Mrs. Kaufmanõs 

class, created an original 

piece of dance choreo-

graphy for the Reflections 

Program that wowed the 

District judges.  

Two Carpenter Students Recognized for  

Artistic Accomplishments 
Bartlett (right), a fifth 

grader in Ms.  Dutcherõs 

class, was selected as a 

District winner for his 

musical composition, 

Etude #1 in C-Minor. 

 

The Reflections Arts Rec-

ognition Program is a 

PTA-sponsored event 

that takes place in schools 

across the country. Its 

purpose is to promote 

participation in the Arts and give students an op-

portunity to express themselves creatively.  

This yearõs Reflections  

theme was òI Can Make  

A Difference Byéó 

Assembly Brings Stars to Students 
WOW! Did you see that constellation?!  

Students at Carpenter recently gained up-

close knowledge about our solar system, 

planets, constellations and more. On Febru-

ary 27 and 28, the inflated Sky Dome 

Planetarium filled our auditorium from 

floor to ceiling. Students and teachers 

crawled through the tunnel and into the dome to experi-

ence a first hand look at the stars. Did you know that some 

constellations share the same stars? Do you know which star is 

the brightest and most constant? Ask your children; they now 

know!  



Making Reading Relevant: Read, Learn, and Do! 

P A G E  2  

Cool cats Ian deLaura and James 

Hansen (above), now fourth grad-

ers, at the 2005 Read Across Amer-

ica celebration at Carpenter. 

If you are taking a trip to a new place, you may pick up a travel 

book to learn more about your destination. Reading makes our 

real-world experiences more meaningful. It gives us historical 

perspective, a sense of other cultures, an introduction to the 

symbols, and viewpoints we may encounter. Books help us make 

sense of what we see around us. 

 

Books do the same thing for children. Fictional stories help chil-

dren work through fears and desires, and nonfiction helps them 

understand processes and observe patterns. Every time you pair 

a book with an experience, you are giving your child an opportu-

nity to learn more about their world. Try these pairs: 

 

Art 

Fiction: Scribble, by Deborah Freedman, or The Art Lesson, by 

Tomie de Paola 

Nonfiction:  Frida, by Jonah Winter, or Henri Matisse: Drawing 

with Scissors by Jane O'Connor 

Activities:  Have your child draw a self-portrait, and then have 

her tell you about it. Visit an art museum or a public art show, 

or find examples of art in your community (such as murals or 

sculptures) and talk about which pieces you like and find inter-

esting. 

 

Food 

Fiction: Salsa Stories, by Lulu Delacre, or Bunny Cakes, by Rose-

mary Wells 

Nonfiction: Emerilõs Thereõs a Chef in My Soup!, by Emeril La-

gasse, or Pretend Soup and Other Real Recipes: A Cookbook for Pre-

schoolers & Up, by Molly Katzen and Ann Henderson 

Activities:  Go to a make-it-yourself pottery studio and deco-

rate a special serving dish, or create your own with a pottery 

kit.  Make a family recipe with your child and talk about where it 

came from.  

 

Storms 

Fiction: Rainstorm, by Barbara Lehman, or The Buffalo Storm, by 

Katherine Applegate 

Nonfiction: The Magic School Bus Inside a Hurricane, by Joanna 

Cole, or Twisters and Other Terrible Storms, by Will and Mary 

Pope Osborne 

Activities: Put together a storm kit with items like a flashlight, 

extra batteries, and bottled water. Brainstorm some things you 

could do at home if the electricity went out. Put the list in the 

storm kit! 

 

For more reading -based activities, visit: 

www.ReadingRockets.org/article/c71/.  

 

For a great collection of books for kids, organized by 

theme, visit: www.readingrockets.org/books/

booksbytheme.  

 

Article adapted from PTA Parent, February 2008 

Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Carpenter Avenue PTA, the 

Nominating Committee shall announce the slate of candidates 

for the 2008-2009 Carpenter Avenue PTA Executive Board, 

"at least (30) days prior to the annual election meeting." Our 

annual election meeting will be held during the PTA/PFC 

meeting after morning drop-off on Thursday, April 3. The slate 

is as follows: 

 

President:   Mark Johnston  

Executive Vice President:   Mindi Pfeifer  

Vice President:   Allison Marsh  

Secretary:   Roxie Sarver  

Treasurer:   Yvette Lee  

Financial Secretary:   Caryn Panec  

Historian: Debra Van Tongeren  

 

During the April 3 PTA/PFC meeting, additional nominations 

will be called for from the floor as well. 

 

Thank you, 

 

David Burke, Debra Van Tongeren, Ginny Siegler, Dyan Conway 

Carpenter PTA Nominating Committee 

Attention All PTA Members: 

LOST & FOUND: 
The weather is starting to warm up and our Lost & Found is 

starting to "collect" jackets, sweaters, hats and more. Please 

take a look to see if any of your child's items are in the Lost & 

Found. Any items left without a name in the Lost & Found 

after Friday, March 14, will be washed and donated over spring 

break to either Hooper Elementary or to a local charity. 

Questions? Please contact Liz Cruz (lizcruz@mail.com) or Bill 

Wright at (wrightdiver@roadrunner.com)  

From the Archives: 
 

Celebrating Read Across 

America in March 2005, 

a first-grade Carpenter 

teacher (below) imper-

sonated a Dr. Seuss 

character.ñWhoò is she? 

http://Compose?To=lizcruz@mail.com
http://Compose?To=wrightdiver@aol.com


Principalõs Page ~ Linda Parth, Principal   

Our monthly Carpenter Cougar Character Assembly was held March 3. Last month's trait of  

RESPECT was reviewed and then our terrific third grade classes gave a very clear message on the defini-

tion and importance of this month's trait of TRUSTWORTHINESS . The staff is looking forward to 

handing out many 'Caught You Being Trustworthy' tickets during the next month. Ms. Green's class 

followed the presentation by announcing the February attendance awards for each grade level. Unfortu-

nately, our attendance rate dropped drastically due to the cold and flu season. We hope all of our students 

will be healthy and ready for school each day as the weather begins to improve. Thank you to our third -

grade teachers and students , and to Ms. Green and her class for their important presentations. 

 
 

Progress Reports:  Our second student progress reporting period will end on March 28 and conferences will take place during 

the first week of April. Two minimum days will be held on April 2 and 3 in order for parent/teacher conferences to 

be held.  If your child is having difficulties in any areas, I strongly encourage you to attend a conference at that time. Teachers will 

be sending home appointment times. If you do not receive a notice and believe a conference is needed, please contact your child's 

teacher. Remember, itõs team work that helps each child achieve. 

 

 

Each year a School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for each school receiving state fund-

ing is made public. This document identifies the school demographics, student performance on the Cali-

fornia Standards Test (CST), expenditures per pupil, and the condition of school facilities among other 

information. If you would like to view the 2006-2007 SARC for Carpenter, a copy is available for viewing in 

our school office. You can also locate this information by going to the LAUSD website 

(lausd.k12.ca.us), going to òSchools,ó find òCarpenter,ó and look under òPerformance Indicators for 

SARC.ó The online report does not have my updated Principal's Message, but all of the current data is 

there. We are very proud of our progress and our 904 Academic Performance Index (API)!  

 

 

Our Jump for Heart activities on February 11 were very successful ð we raised money for the Ameri-

can Heart Association and built student awareness of exercise for good health. Each grade level enjoyed jump-

ing singles, doubles, criss-cross, backwards, and more during their psychomotor session under the supervision 

of Coach Rackham, our YMCA coaches, and their teachers . The second graders were joined by Mi-

chael O'Hearn, better known as Titan, one of the American Gladiators . Students were excited as he 

spoke about the importance of healthy eating and regular exercise and then joined them to jump rope. Thank 

you to Carpenter parents Mr. & Mrs.  Paul for arranging Mr. O'Hearn's visit, and thank you to all of 

our students and their families who generously donated to this very worthy cause . 

 

 

The week of March 3 -7 is Literacy Week at Carpenter.  Students will be involved in various 

Read Across America activities  to celebrate READING and the contributions from Dr. Theodor 

Geisl, better known as Dr. Seuss.  The week will culminate with a special outdoor assembly on 

Friday, March 7. Remember, we're never too young or too old to enjoy the world of litera-

ture and the magical places we can visit when we READ!  

 

 

Speaking of READING, our students have been very generous in donating gently used books and 

DVDs during this year's Book Exchange . Each student will have an opportunity to select a book they would 

like to keep and read, teachers will select some books for their classroom libraries, and the third-grade stu-

dents of Mrs. Cottrell's class will be delivering a nice supply of books to the students of El Dorado Elementary 

in Sylmar. Sharing books and the gift of reading can't be beat! The generously donated DVDs will lighten the 

lives of hospitalized children when donated to local children's hospital wards. Thank you to Mr. Mark 

Johnston, Mrs. Kevin Cottrell, and the Room 16 third graders  for organizing the book collection in 

collaboration with Book Ends , the organization that matches us with a donor school. Thank you, also, to 

Mrs. Sara Laurenzo and her son, Michael, for initiating and organizing the DVD donations.  

March 2008 



DONõT MISS THESE  

I M P O R T A N T  U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S !  

SAVE  THE  DATE 
3/10   3rd Grade Spelling Bee, 12:45 p.m. in Auditorium 

 

3/11   Carpenter Day at California Pizza Kitchen 

 

3/12   4th Grade Spelling Bee, 6:30 p.m. in Auditorium 

 

3/13  SSC/LEARN Meeting, 2:30 p.m. in Café West 

 

3/13   5th Grade Spelling Bee, 6:30 p.m. in Auditorium 

 

3/17 - 3/21  School Closed for Spring Break 

 

3/26  Deadline to order Greeting Cards 

 

4/2 & 4/3 Minimum Days, Dismissal at 12:39 p.m. 

Greeting Card Catalogs Have Arrived!  Every student should have received a catalog and a form to  

order beautiful greeting cards featuring your child's artwork. These all-occasion cards come in box-sets of 

12 and are wonderful to have on hand for birthday, anniversary, get-well, and thank you notes. They also 

make unique gifts for teachers, friends, and family, and will arrive in time for Mothers Day!  Just 

as importantly, your child can feel a sense of pride in their work and in creating a lasting memento. Don't 

miss out on the opportunity to purchase these special keepsakes and SUPPORT CARPENTER!  $10 from 

every box goes directly to our school. Each teacher has an extra copy of their grade-level catalog in the 

classroom. Copies of the school-wide catalog and additional order forms are available in the office and 

school entry. Orders are due Wednesday, March 26 (make checks payable to PFC).  Please direct 

questions to Martha McMahon at mcmahon14@mindspring.com or 818 -980-1982. 

 

 

Homework Hints: I know parents wish to make sure they are doing all they can to help their children 

succeed in school! Here are a few worthwhile suggestions for homework time that can help: 

If homework is a struggle, try a reward system. Put loose change in a jar when your child completes 

her homework. When the jar is full, treat her to something special. 
Set aside a specific time for homework. Try doing your own paperwork then, too. 
Refresh your child's study space with pencils, erasers, a sharpener, paper, etc. 

Encourage your child do the most challenging assignment first. 
Stay organized: clean out backpacks regularly and post a calendar of assignments. 

 

 

Once more, I must remind all of our parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and those who 

drive our children to and from school to PLEASE BE PATIENT AND DRIVE CAUTIOUSLY!   

I have received calls from concerned neighbors who have witnessed inappropriate adult behavior due to 

traffic congestion. Apparently, adults have come close to physical confrontation due to congestion on Car-

penter between the school and Sunshine Terrace. Yes, it is a narrow street! Yes, it becomes congested at 

dismissal! Yes, you need to plan on allowing a few extra minutes to get to your destination! Please know 

our safety committee is continuing to work with Councilwoman Greuel's office, LAPD, and the Department 

of Transportation, but our options are limited. Meanwhile, in the interest of safety for our students and 

their families and in respect to our neighbors, PLEASE be polite, responsible, and caring drivers!  

Best wishes 
for an  

enjoyable  
and safe 
Spring 
Break! 


