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Welcome to the G:

By Mary Kuser

Nature is a powerful teacher. Studies have provea blanket of pine needles. Watching my great
that environmental education not only improves grandmother cultivate her garden was a lesson for
grades and nutritional awareness but also boostsme in the many benefits of caring for the natural
childrends sel f est ee mvoddmaad omeahiatp ravetried tacshdrerwithamy d
them for classroom activities. On my recent visit children.
to a local school garden, a volunteer told me of an
autistic child there who spoke his first word while Last year, my children and | planted corn seeds in
shoveling dirt around aurtihydakyardvegethbéeplotand &ilviomaetly 6

enjoyed our own fresh corn on the cob in Sep-
Inmygrealgr andmot her 6 s ¢ ar tdnebar, Whenlmy figné @opa Hadsan ttokl me
stepping stones wove in and out of tiger liliesand hat sci ence is her dau
blackeyedSusans and past a huge pine tree (kindergarten) favorite time at Carpenter because
whose branches dropped to the ground, creatings he o0get s to touch thin
a magical hideaway where | would lie for hours on
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The seven students pictured above are Distri
Program. From left to right (with their grade level and category listed): Marshall Schaffer (fifth grade,
Dance Choreography), Dani Fish (fourth grade, Music), Nikita Melwani (second grade, Dance
Choreography), Elder Gindroz (Kindergarten, Music), Max Wolloff (second grade, Film/Video
Production) , Hana Odson (fifth grade, Visual Arts), and Rachel Herstik (fourth grade, Film/Video
Production). The winners will be honored at a reception on April 17 at 6:45 p.m. at Lawrence Middle
School in Chatsworth. All Carpenter families are invited to attend the reception and see the artistic
accomplishments of these students and others in the District. (Photo by Nattee Bartlett)



From the PTA Presid

Spring is almost here and Owamucheahappier aotepwe are/id thesnidsttofeanother d g e
Will miracles never cease! A special thank you to everyorsiccessful Book Exchange; the Spelling Bee is right around

who wrote, emailed or called our elected representativest he corner; our next Parent
and encouraged them to notBofysr, deti sowrc heliull krde f .o r WiMialr &
not sure they truly listened to us, we now knodv continue to thrive.

relatively speaking what to expect regarding funding for

our schools. The speci f i c sThelPaA/MemieitshipiCenemitteefisualsd agking far ydura i n
any of us, but rest assured the news will continuetobe hel p. We need everyone who h
bleak. | recently attended a town h&jjpe meeting with please commit $6.00 and beco
LAUSD Superintendent Ray Cortines, who announced thatice to pay for the many benefits that our children

classroom sizes would increase for Kindergarten throughreceive.

third grades, with additional cuts planned in many other

areas. He did say that he would continue to fight for special

needs children and would not automatically cut their pro- Mark Johnston

grams. As always, we must remain ever diligent in lookindg®TA President

out for all of our children.

Students Flip for Chinese Acch%agqN@blBOYS IN TOD,

2

Sixth Annual Spellifig"Scc

Carpenter students celebrated Chines@terested in how to prepare and equip your son for the future?
New Year in February with a perform-Karin Wright, a family educator with more than 32 years of work-
ance by Chinese acrobats in the ing with families, will speak about this very important subject at the
Auditorium. (Photos by Yvette Lee) next Parent Education event. Carpenter welcomes Wright on

! Thursday, March 12, at 8:15 a.m. in Café West.

Wright has been teaching at the Burbank Adult School for 27 years
and has also worked at the Los Angeles Department of Children
and Family Services. She holds a B.A. in Sociology and an M.A. in
Marriage, Family and Child Development. She spoke last month
about raising girls and it was a very wattiended and informative
event. Questions? Contact Karin Martens@oldberg at

What 6s all the buzz about? MaSUppOrtCYOEUI'dSChOOIhQCant

Annual Carpenter Avenue Spelling Bee! Three Bee®or
third-, fourth- and fifth

grade finalists, are held in
the school auditorium and
all are welcome to attend.

Monday, March 30
Third Grade Bee,
12:45 pm

Wednesday, April 1
Fourth Grade Bee, 6:30 pm (no fooling!)

Help us meet our schoelvide goal of 100 percent participa-

tion. For just $6.00 you can become a memiferand friends,

family and neighbors are welcome to join, tddembership re-

quest envelopes have been conveniently placed within each class-
room fi right by the doorsfi and at each of the three main entry
gates to the school. We are just 25 percent short of meeting our

goal for the year. Please, if you have not done so already, grab an
envelope, fill it out, include $6.00 per member and return it to
your childés teacher as soon as
Dondt fi do today!

Your continued membership helps Carpenter PTA support these
programs, events and mordn-School Assemblies, the Annual
Halloween Carnival, Parent Education, Student Aide, Reflections

Thursday, April 2 Program, the Annual Spelling Bee, Community Service, the Green
Fifth Grade Bee, 6:30 pm Team and the newsletter that you are reading.
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2% As | was preparing to write this month's Principal's Page, | thought there really
@ wasn't a lot to write about, as February through March usually provide us with

a calmer period. Yet looking back at February and forward to March, it seems
we're constantly on the move. Here's what has been happening and what's to
come in the next month.

&

At left: thirdyrade students celebrated with Mrs. Parth on the 100th day of school with a hat
parade on February 19. Students adhered one hundred objects to a hat and paraded around
the school campus. (Photo by Yvette Lee)

Susan Linville. Whether students were in step or not, the performances were totally enjoyable and excit-
ing.It's wonderful to watch our students participate in a wide variety of dances from the minuet to moderr:
and hip hop.We are thankful to Ms. Linville for her talented instruction and to PFC for funding

the dance program.

February brought us wonderful dance recitals orchestrated by our fabulous, light -footed Ms. /ﬁm 4;}
27 /¢
< &

Jump for Heart: We held Jump for Heart activities on February 20 as our original date of February 9 was
rained out.Each class participated for 40 minutes and jumped to muikenk you to all who pledged to

help the American Heart Association and those afflicted with heart diseases. Also,thank you to

Mrs. Kevin Cottrell and her third grade students for organizing this worthwhile eventVe hope all of

our students will continue to exercise regularly to support good health habits.
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On February 26, we held our second Special Education parent session.  Participants viewed F.A.T. * O

(Frustration, Anxiety & Tension) City, a video narrated by Richard LaVoie, an educational therapist and edlﬁ
tor. Mr. LaVoie presented many approaches and strategies to address the needs of children with

learning disabilities. He clarifies how educators and parents alike can continue to heighten their awareness
regardinghow we can best help those whose learning needs may differ from non  -disabled children.

Grab your On March 2, we held our monthly Carpenter Cougar Character assembly with the
hat aftd T oat focus on this month's character trait, Trustworthiness. Thank you to all of our thire

) grade students and their teachers for teaching us the importance of being trustwémthgnor
with the cat! of Dr. Seuss's birthday, we held the kick -off of Read Across America during the as-

sembly. Throughout the week, students and their teachers will be sharing the joy of literature
with guest readers, bookmark creations, and other literatuedated activitiesHappy Birthday,
Dr. Seuss! And thank you for your creative and humorous literary talent.

I'tés Spelling Bee time f or o Uhismbrthistudgnts will competeln o \b; gr e
annual gradéevel Spelling Bees. Though each Bee eliminates students until only one speller is left, we kpi\

that all participants are WINNERSVatch for news about the Spelling Bee finals, to be held March ‘
30, April 1 & April 2. 7/9/

/
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Reminder: March 2 was the first day of the change to our cafeteria services.  We are now a
Newman Nutrition Center.  Students will still have choices for breakfast and lunch of prepackaged
. mealsDistrict letters were sent home last week regarding the changesou would like more infor-
. % mation, please join us tonight, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium for the monthly PTA/

PFC meeting, where representatives from LAUSD Food Services will be speaking regarding
the change and the meals.



Our annual Community Sponsor Tea will be held on March 20. This is our opportunity to thank

the terrific community businesses who so graciously support the programs at Carpenter that en-

hance student learning and achievement. They are without question an integral part of our Carpenter
family.Participants will be entertained by our student chorus and be given a tour of our fabulous enrichment
programs, which their funding helps sust&ach class has adopted one or two sponsors and are making thank
you cards to show their appreciatiomhank you to the parents on the PFC Community Sponsorship
Committee who are working hard to organize this special event.

Have you heard? Members of our Green Committee have written a Garden proposal and have

already acquired donations toward our new vegetable and herb gardens. Thank you to moms

Mary Kuser andOona Hansen for their focused effort in getting this projecto®for r at &iteker o0i n 6
ground.Keep an eye out for future planting beds to the north of the lunch pavilion (near the walkway to the
two story building) Classes will be signing up to hoe, plant, and sow a variety of vegetables andvaasbs.

and Oona will be looking for volunteer parents to help build the gardening beds and keep this

project going.

Our second reporting period ends March 20, and students will receive their grades for
achievement the following week. Teachers will hold optional conferences @vednesday,

March 25, and Thursday, March 26, which will be Minimum Days  with dismissal at 12:39 p.m.
Please be sure to attend these conferences with your child's teacher if you have concerns

about your child or if you child is having academic difficulties.

DONG6T MI SS THESE

SAVE THE DATE IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS!

3/5 PTA/PFC Meeting, 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium

3/9-27 Pennies for Patients Drive

3/12 PTA Parent Ed Progrado Rai si ng Boys, o6 8:,15
3/26 GATE Parent Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in the Auditorium

3/27 Fifth-Grade Career Day

3/30 Third-Grade Spelling Bee, 12:45 p.m. in the Auditorium

4/1 Fourth-Grade Spelling Bee, 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium

4/2 Fifth-Grade Spelling Bee, 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium

4/6-10  Spring Break



