
Carnival Booths, Cake Walk, Costumes é  

A Carpenter Tradition Continues 
I N  T H I S  

I S S U E  

PTA News and 

Letter from the 

President  

2 

Pro OffersTips 

for Parents and 

Teachers  

3 

Planning for an 

Emergency  

4 

Principalõs Page 5 

Principalõs Page 

and  

Save the Date  

6 

More Food for 

Thought  

8 

Every Child, One Voice  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 7  V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  3  

C A R P E N T E R  A V E N U E  S C HO O L 

3 9 0 9  C A R P E N T E R  A V E N U E 

S T U D I O  C I T Y ,  C A  9 1 6 0 4 

8 1 8 . 7 6 1 . 4 3 6 3 

W W W . C A R P E N T E R A V E . O R G 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Carpenter Avenue PTA   

Carpenter Avenue 

PTA is part of the 

Valley Gateway  

Council,  

District 31 PTSA  

17445 Cantlay Street  

Van Nuys, CA 91406  

818.344.3581 

 

Newsletter Editor  

Barb Brabec  

barge224@aol.com  

Food Drive Revs Up: òKids for Kidsó 
Carpenterõs school-wide food drive will take 

place from November 9 to 20.  All non-

perishable, non-glass donations will benefit the 

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank. The Food 

Bank provides over 575,000 meals to hungry LA 

residents each week. They also have programs 

that provide healthy snacks for underprivileged 

kids.  

 

The theme for the food drive this year will be 

òKids for Kidsó and weõll be collecting healthy, 

kid-friendly snacks such as juice boxes (100% 

juice), granola bars, fruit cups, applesauce, and 

cereal. Soup, peanut butter and Spaghettios also 

make excellent donations.  

 

Contributions can be placed in the large green 

Food Bank bins at the Laurel Canyon Gate, out-

side Café West, the front office and the Parent 

Resource Room. So come on Cougars, letõs send 

those bins back filled with healthy treats! 

by Susan Berin 

There were plenty of bee antennas and òI Love 

Ronó wristbands won at the annual PTA Hallow-

een Carnival this year. How about 

winning a dozen cupcakes and 

sharing them with your best 

friend? These were just a few 

treasures that Carpenter students 

brought home in their goodie bags 

from the many Carnival games. 

The Haunted Shed was even 

spookier, or if you preferred, not-

so-spookier than ever before. 

 

Although the Carnival lasts only 

three hours, many hours were spent by volun-

teers on procuring 

and sorting prizes; 

setting up and taking 

down the Haunted 

Shed; selling tickets; 

blowing up balloons 

and working at their 

classroomõs game 

booths. It is always 

amazing to see the 

entire Carpenter 

campus transformed into a Carnival atmosphere 

in less than an hour and a half.    

 

Yes, the PTA raised enough money 

to support the many PTA initiatives 

this year. But the real purpose of 

the Carnival is for the students to 

enjoy a very memorable and unique 

experience at our school.  Every 

student is given the opportunity to 

enjoy the Halloween Carnival, and 

the PTA sponsors those students 

who do not have tickets. 

 

The PTA greatly thanks all of the volunteers for 

their participation and especially to the new 

Kinder parent volunteers ð we welcome you! 

 

See Page 8 for 

more photos, 

fun facts and 

thank yous. 

Photos by 

Yvette Lee and 

Maureen Mul-

doon. 

By Mary Odson 
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November is a time to reflect upon how truly fortunate we 

are. This year, I have had the pleasure of visiting various 

schools within our LAUSD District 2 and have walked away 

from each of those meetings with a renewed realization that 

as Cynthia Ozick once commented, òWe often take for 

granted the very things that most deserve our gratitude.ó  

 

Someone else once said, òNobody can do everything, but 

everyone can do something.ó Look at our Halloween Carni-

val. What a day! It took a lot to get it all together, but the 

end result was a lot of smiling faces on those who came to 

participate. Mary Odson, Kris Khoo, Debra Van Tongeren 

and their crew of volunteers turned our schoolyard into an 

amazing atmosphere of festive games booths. Eric Jimenez 

and his ghoulish spirits managed yet again to produce a very 

haunting experience at the infamous Haunted Shed.  (See 

photos of the Halloween Carnival on page 1 and 8).  

 

Carpenter is a wonderful tight-knit community. We have an 

administration that truly cares about the safety of our chil-

dren and staff ð just look around you the next time you  

walk on campus. The schoolyard has been repaved, the traf-

fic signage around our school has been improved, the cross-

walk at Laurel Canyon Boulevard and Maxwelton Street was 

widened and re-striped and our Science Lab (two-plus years 

of sweat and labor) is at long last open for use ð thanks to 

parent Lori Belateche and her team of volunteers.  

 

Sometimes the wheels of motion donõt happen fast enough 

ð in fact, our Laurel Canyon Crosswalk is an example of two 

years of lobbying by our school administration and the SSC/

LEARN Traffic & Safety Committee. But none of these en-

hancements (along with many others) would have happened 

had it not been for the col-

laboration of our school ad-

ministration, teachers, parents 

and students.  

 

EVERYONE has helped to 

make our school the jewel that 

it has become for LAUSDõs 

District 2. By communicating and working together, we can and 

DO accomplish a lot!  Take a moment to look at the article by 

Barbara Tooker on page 3. 

 

We have a lot to be grateful for, and since òsilent gratitude isnõt 

much use to anyoneó (G.B. Stern), please take a moment to 

thank your childõs teacher for his/her dedication to your child; 

the office staff for making the gears of our school run smoothly 

and effortlessly; and Mr. Rincon, Juan and Robert for their time 

in making sure that our campus is well maintained. Mrs. Parth 

and Ms. Hartshorn work hard to make sure that our campus is 

safe and are available to hear your concerns. 

 

Thanksgiving Day falls on Thursday, November 22 this year. As 

you gather with your friends and family, remember how fortu-

nate we are. Donõt forget to bring your canned food items as 

noted in Susan Berinõs article on page 1 about the PTA Canned 

Food Drive, òKids for Kids.ó And remember, òVolunteers donõt 

get paid, not because theyõre worthless, but because theyõre 

priceless.ó (Sherry Anderson) 

 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

Heidi Brewington 

PTA President 

Heidi Brewington (center), PTA 

President and Official  

Halloween Carnival Pumpkin 

Entries for the 2007-2008 PTA 

Reflections Arts Recognition Pro-

gram are due Monday, December 

3. Your child can participate in 

the following categories: litera-

ture, visual arts, photography, 

musical composition, dance cho-

reography and film/video produc-

tion. The theme for this year is òI 

Can Make a Difference By éó 

For more information, contact 

Marla Johnson or David Burke, 

Reflections Co-Chairs, at reflec-

tions@carpenterave.org.  

A Letter From the President 

Carpenter's Annual Scholastic Book Fair is heading 

our way! The òLibrary Storeó will be open during the 

week of the holiday performances for convenient gift 

shopping. A special GIFT GIVING TREE will be avail-

able for donations to children in need at Hooper 

School in Los Angeles. Volunteers are needed to 

staff our store, and to help students pick out their 

wish list choices. To volunteer please contact Debra 

Van Tongeren at dvt1059@gmail.com or Denise 

Eliot at bmeliot@aol.com 

BLIZZARD OF BOOKS 

December 7-14  
The Amazing Waste 100,000 CRV 

Collection is going strong thanks to 

all of you. We have added an addi-

tional bin at the Laurel Canyon gate 

and have needed to request addi-

tional pickups to accommodate the 

incredible response! At this rate, we 

are sure to make our goal of collect-

ing 100,000 CRV containers this 

year. Thanks to all you and 

please keep it up! Remember - if 

every child brings 5 CRV containers 

per week we will meet the challenge! 

Parents: Itõs Not Too Late to Join the PTA! Our goal this year is to reach 100% participation! Help us reach this goal -- if you 

haven't joined by now, please join. We'll have a stronger voice for our kids, and membership money IMMEDIATELY benefits pro-

grams provided by our PTA (in-school assemblies, parent education, etc.) All for just $6 a year per member. Just fill out the PTA 

membership envelope, available in your childõs classroom.  

Amazing Waste Update Deadline Nears for Reflections 



by 

Barbara D. Tooker, 1990; Rev., 1993; Rev. 2007 

 

1.  Help me build my child's self-esteem. 

2. Communicate with me in more than a superficial way and help me understand what is happening 

    and why. 

3.  Let me know when my child is experiencing difficulties as well as when he is doing well. 

4.  Empower my child so she may confirm her own capability, sense of self-worth, self-confidence, 

     and self-guidance. 

5.  Give my child the tools necessary to think, to be adaptable, to meet challenges, to make deci-    

     sions, to be a gracious winner and loser. 

6.  Help my child understand his academic progress - not by just grading him but by explaining    

     how he can improve his performance. 

7.  Do not ridicule my child, speak sarcastically, or snip, snipe, snap at her. 

8.  Do not protect my child from painful experiences, only help him to handle them. 

9.  Do not label my child, pigeon-hole her, or gossip about her in the teachers' lounge. 

10. Acknowledge my child as a person, treat him with respect, and understand that I am entrusting 

     him to you for a large portion of his life. 

 

Barbara Tooker is the Ex-

ecutive Director of the Na-

tional Parenting Institute, a 

nonprofit education agency 

headquartered in Temecula, 

California.  She can be 

reached at 951-694-8910 or 

by e-mail at btooker@ 

AccentOnParenting.com 

 

By Barbara D. Tooker, 1993 

 

1.   Help me build my student's self-esteem by working together as a team to understand and     

     communicate what self-esteem really is and what having it does for the individual. 

2.  Keep in touch with me often, remembering that you can leave a message at school and I will   

     return it. 

3.  Send my student to school in a positive frame of mind prepared to learn, filled with nutritional 

     food, and free from mental, physical, or sexual abuse. 

4.  Remember that open houses and parent teacher conferences are not enough time spent to 

     gether for us to understand as a team what my student needs. 

5.  Bring my student with you to our parent/teacher/STUDENT conferences so that we may face  

     the issues together. 

6.  Provide my student with a study area of his own, lots of encouragement, and a positive environ- 

     ment in which to complete his homework at home. 

7.  Do not ridicule my student, speak sarcastically, or snip, snipe, snap at her. 

8.  Do not protect my student from painful experiences, only help him to handle them. 

9.  Do not make snap judgments about what happened at school by reacting immediately to what  

     my student tells you.  Instead, call me to hear an adult perspective about the events of the day. 

10. Do not write an excuse for my student that is not totally accurate in order to spare her from  

     the consequences of her choices. 

11. Support our school system by a) volunteering to help whenever possible, b) asking all the ques- 

     tions you need in order to understand the educational process, c) serving as a child and teacher  

     advocate, and d) teaching your child positive attitudes and values that will serve as a strong un 

     derpinning to guide his  behavior toward others. 

12. Respect my student as a person, love him unconditionally, and understand that I care about this  

     child and want him to grow stronger intellectually, physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritu 

     ally during these very important school years and his time with me. 

 

Have a great school year! 

What Parents Want, Expect and Deserve from Teachers 

What Teachers Want, Expect and Deserve from Parents 
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What To Do If An Emergency Threatens: Important Safety Tips 

Whether it's a earthquake, a fire, a power 

outage, or an act of terrorism, when any 

emergency threatens, we don't always have 

a lot of time to act. Your personal safety is 

paramount. Listed below are some impor-

tant tips people should follow, in the event 

of an emergency, in addition to staying 

tuned to news media for additional infor-

mation. 

 

Create an Emergency Plan  

* Meet with household members and dis-

cuss emergency procedures. 

* Discuss what to do about power outages 

and personal injuries. 

* Draw a floor plan of your home. Mark 

two escape routes from each room. 

* Learn how to turn off the water, gas, and 

electricity at main switches. 

* Post emergency telephone numbers near 

telephones. 

* Teach children how and when to call 911, 

police, and fire. 

* Instruct household members to turn on 

the radio for emergency information. 

* Pick one out-of-state and one local friend 

or relative for family members. 

* Teach children how to make long distance 

telephone calls. 

* Understand your children's school emer-

gency plan. 

* Keep all emergency contact information 

up to date. 

* Pick two meeting places. 

1. A place near your home in case of a fire. 

2. A place outside your neighborhood in 

case you cannot return home after a disas-

ter. 

 

Prepare a Disaster Supplies Kit  

Assemble supplies you might need in an 

evacuation. Store them in an easy-to-carry 

container, such as a backpack or duffel bag. 

Include: 

* A supply of water (one gallon per person 

per day) 

* A supply of non-perishable packaged or 

canned food and a non-electric can opener. 

* A change of clothing and sturdy shoes 

* Blankets or sleeping bags 

* Personal hygiene supplies (e.g. 

toothbrush, toothpaste, washcloth, soap, 

bath towel, etc) 

* First aid kit and prescription medications 

Supplies Kit, cont.  

* A battery-powered radio and plenty of 

extra batteries 

* Flashlight, extra batteries, and spare bulb 

* Credit cards and cash 

* An extra set of house and car keys 

* A list of family physicians 

* Special items for infants, elderly, or dis-

abled family members 

 

Escape Plan 

* In a fire or other emergency, you may 

need to evacuate your house, apartment 

on a moment's notice. You should be 

ready to get out fast. 

* Develop an escape route by drawing a 

floor plan of your residence. 

*  Practice emergency evacuation drills 

with all household members at least two 

times each year. 

 

If You Need to Evacuate  

* Listen to a battery-powered radio for 

the location of emergency shelters. 

* Follow instructions of local officials. 

* Wear protective clothing and sturdy 

shoes. 

* Take your Disaster Supplies Kit. 

* Lock your home. 

* Use travel routes specified by local offi-

cials. 

* If you are sure you have time... 

    * Shut off water, gas, and electricity, if 

instructed to do so. 

    * Let others know when you left and 

where you are going. 

    * Make arrangements for pets. Animals 

are not allowed in public shelters. 

 

Prepare an Emergency Car Kit  

* Battery powered radio and extra batter-

ies 

* Flashlight, extra batteries, and spare bulb 

* Blanket 

* Booster cables 

* Fire extinguisher (5 lb., A-B-C type) 

* First aid kit and manual 

* Bottled water and non-perishable high-

energy foods, such as granola bars 

* Maps 

* Shovel and work gloves 

* Tire repair kit and pump 

* Flares 

 

Make Plans for Your Pets  

* Contact your veterinarian and find 

out if they will accept your pet in an 

emergency. 

* Buy a pet carrier that allows your 

pet to stand up and turn around in-

side.  

* Make sure your pet has a properly 

fitted collar that includes current 

owner identification tag, license tag (if 

applicable). A microchip implant is 

also a great way to provide perma-

nent identification for your pet. 

* Current Owner Identification tag 

should include your name, address, 

and phone number. 

Emergency Preparedness  
At Carpenter:  

What Parents Need To Know 
 

At Carpenter, nothing is as important 

as the safety of our children while at 

school. Bob Spears, Director of the 

LAUSD Office of Environmental 

Health and Safety, after touring and 

reviewing our schools safety pro-

grams last spring, announced that 

Carpenter is not only one of the top 

5 schools in our district in terms of 

emergency preparedness, but we are 

also one of the best prepared in all of 

LAUSD. Hats off to all of the teachers 

and staff who have worked so hard to 

make this possible.  

 

With this in mind, we are certainly 

not resting on our laurels. Thanks to 

the very generous donations from 

both PFC and the PTA, last year we 

were able to update and upgrade 

many of our safety related items. 

These included all new safety materi-

als located in the Emergency Back-

packs found in every classroom, re-

placing our emergency water supply 

and enhancing each classroomõs emer-

gency preparedness.  

 

Interested in becoming a part of our 

Safety Team or have a safety related 

question? For more information con-

tact Mark Johnston at 818.269.0530 

or at mjdjzj@earthlink.net. 

Compiled by Debra Van Tongeren 
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Often I am asked by colleagues and friends what I like about being the principal of Carpenter Ave. Elementary . My first 

response is always, "the children,ó because isn't that what being an educator is all about?! Being in an environment with energetic 

children five days a week is a joy (though, of course, exhausting). They have amazing things to say and watching them learn, play 

and grow is incredibly rewarding. Yet, there is much more that makes me thankful for the opportunity to be a part of this amazing 

school community. I'm fortunate to work with a truly dedicated instructional staff that is open to new ideas and 

strategies.  The teachers and paraprofessionals consistently implement what they learn from each other 

at grade level collaborations and professional developments. They are willing to share and help each 

other. Even more importantly, they sincerely care about the success of your children. In addition, we 

have an outstanding office staff, assistant principal, custodial staff, and cafeteria staff who 

keep so many important facets of a school running smoothly . To add to all of those folks, I am 

fortunate to interact with a remarkable collection of involved parents.  I truly believe Carpenter is 

unmatched in the hours of volunteer time and energy our families graciously give to make our school 

unique and well-focused on student success. So in this month when we are to reflect on those things for 

which we are thankful, I must say how THANKFUL I am to be the principal of 815 Carpenter 

students and their families . 

 

BACK -TO -SCHOOL NIGHT:  Back to School Night on October 16 was a wonderful success. All classrooms were well visited 

by parents eager to hear about the year's curriculum and activities. Thank you to our teachers for their presentations and 

explanations of their programs.  The PTA Bake Sale, Adopt-A-Book, and Spirit Wear sales were extremely successful.  Many, 

many thanks to all who volunteered that night.  We greatly appreciate the donation by Trees LA of 115 saplings  which were 

given out to help 'green' our community. I hope everyone's trees are growing and doing well. 

 

The Back -to -School evening was an opportunity to show off our new Science Lab to par-

ents. Everyone was thrilled to see this amazing new addition to Carpenter's instructional program. Classes have 

begun to use the lab and students are doing exciting experiments from the LAUSD science kits that richly en-

hance the learning of the grade level content standards. We are truly fortunate that Parents for Carpen-

ter has employed Mrs. Lori Belateche, who was so instrumental in creating the lab, to assist 

teachers and students prepare and organize materials for these lessons.  Remind your children to 

share with you their experiences with the investigative process. 

 

BUBBLEMANIA:  Much appreciation to our PTA for a fabulously engaging assembly from Bubblemania.  Stu-

dents were mesmerized by bubbles six feet tall  which surrounded individual students and staff members. Do 

you know the difference between convex and concave? Your children do. Did you know we really see everything 

upside down? Can a bubble be square or triangular? Many fascinating concepts were learned from this 

study of bubbleology.  

 

HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL:  Our annual Halloween Carnival was once again a phenomenal suc-

cess.  A huge round of applause goes to Mary Odson and Kris Khoo, chairs of the carnival, and 

to the outstanding group of volunteers who constructed and manned game booths, cake 

walks, a photo area and a frightening haunted house.  Many thanks, also, to those who tirelessly 

sold pizza and drinks on behalf of the fifth grade and to those who donated delectable desserts for the 

cake walks. All in all, a great time was had by all who attended!  Please read the article in the PTA 

newsletter for more details. 

 

FRONTLINE CANDY SPLIT:  An enormous THANK YOU to all of our students who graciously 

donated candy from their Halloween candy collection for Frontline Foundation . On Sunday, No-

vember 4, the Brewington family and I delivered two carloads of donated candy to Ray Castellani at his 

Frontline kitchen in Northridge. Mr. Castellani was deeply touched by the generosity of our students and 

their concern for those less fortunate who Frontline Foundation helps by providing daily meals in the down-

town Los Angeles area. Many thanks also go to Heidi, Bill and William Brewington for all their 

caring and efforts to organize the candy collection at Carpenter.  

 

 

November 2007 


