
Food and Drinks  

The 5th graders will sell pizza, 

soda, water, etc. for $1. Please be 

sure to give your child enough 

money for food. Unfortunately, 

carnival tickets cannot be 

used for food.  

A Few Carnival Tips:  

Be sure to put sunscreen on 

your child. 

If your childõs costume has a 

mask, please do not wear it 

during the carnival. 

Be sure your child drinks 

plenty of water, it may be 

hot. 

Be sure your child has extra 

money for tickets and food 

Have a great time! 

The Halloween Carnival, Friday, October 26  

Our annual PTA Halloween Carnival is scheduled for Friday, October 26, from 12:40 until 3:45 p.m. on the 

school yard. October 26 is a Minimum Day which means that all students will be dismissed at 12:40 p.m. 

The Halloween Carnival is the PTAõs largest fundraiser and it is truly a fun event for the entire family. Sib-

lings, neighbors and friends are also invited.   

Carnival Ticket Info  

Donõt wait in line - purchase tickets 

ahead of time! The PTA will con-

duct a pre-sale of tickets in $5 

increments the morning of the 

Halloween Carnival. During the 

week of the carnival, your child 

will receive a flyer regarding pre-

sale tickets. Please return the 

flyer and money prior to the 

morning of October 26 so we 

can distribute presale tickets to 

the students before the Carnival 

begins. The tickets are 50 cents a 

piece. Each game and craft re-

quires one ticket and the haunted 

shed and photo booth require 

two tickets. Every child is a win-

ner at every game! 

 

How many tickets should I pur-

chase?  With over 25 carnival 

games, the haunted shed, photo 

booth and Halloween crafts, your 

child will want to play every game 

at least once and other games 

multiple times so we suggest pur-

chasing $15-20 worth of tickets 

at pre-sale.   

 

Unused tickets can be turned in for 

prize drawing! If your child does 

not use all of their tickets, unused 

tickets can be returned to the 

ticket booth and can be used to 

enter a chance to win two tickets 

to Magic Mountain and more! 

 
I N  T H I S  

I S S U E  

Whatõs in Your 

Childõs 

Lunchbox? 

2 

Principalõs Page 3 

Principalõs Page 

and  

Save the Date  

4 

òAmazing 

Wasteó Recy-

cling Challenge  

5 

Picnic Photos  6 

Meet Mr.  

Rincon 

6 

Every Child, One Voice  

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 7  V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  2  

C A R P E N T E R  A V E N U E  S C HO O L 

3 9 0 9  C A R P E N T E R  A V E N U E 

S T U D I O  C I T Y ,  C A  9 1 6 0 4 

8 1 8 . 7 6 1 . 4 3 6 3 

W W W . C A R P E N T E R A V E . O R G 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Carpenter Avenue PTA   

Calling All Bakers!  

The cake walk is one of the most 

popular games at the carnival. 

We need at least 300 baked 

items for grand prizes. We need 

non-perishable goodies that are 

small and portable (cupcakes and 

very small cakes are great). If you 

use nuts, please be sure to indi-

cate nuts somewhere on the 

item. Please drop your items off 

at Cafeteria West at drop off on 

the day of the carnival, October 

26. For more information or 

questions, please contact Lisa at 

lrit@froghouse.net. 

 

Prizes Wanted!  

We are still in need of many 

prizes for the Carnival. If you 

would like to donate prizes, 

please contact Debra Van Ton-

geren (dvt1059@gmail.com). 

Your donation is tax deductible. 

 

Volunteers Needed  

Who puts on the Halloween Car-

nival? We do! It takes hundreds 

of volunteers to make the carni-

val a success. We are still looking 

for volunteers to assist us in 

many areas. If you can help out - 

even for an hour or two - please 

contact Mary Odson 

(maryodson@hotmail.com) or 

Kris Khoo (kkhoo@ureach.com). 

Carpenter Avenue 

PTA is part of the 

Valley Gateway  

Council,  

District 31 PTSA  

17445 Cantlay Street  

Van Nuys, CA 91406  

818.344.3581 

 

Newsletter Editor  

Barb Brabec  

barge224@aol.com  
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Carpenter PTA: 81 Years and Going Strong 

Food for Thought 

     In 2007, the Carpenter PTA celebrates its 81st year as a 

member of the National PTA. Chartered in 1926 with 22 

members, the Carpenter Avenue School PTA began its 

great history of serving the students, teachers and families 

of Carpenter -- and of extending a helping hand to the Stu-

dio City community and beyond. In 1927 the Carpenter 

PTA held its first bake sale, which raised $32.57 and was 

used to purchase the school a duplicator and a Victrola! 

     Our past members collected clothing for the victims of 

the Great Los Angeles Flood of 1938, and two truckloads of 

clothing for the children of liberated countries after World 

War II.  

      The first Carpenter Halloween Carnival was held in 

1947 and was a raving success! Sixty years later it is a highly 

anticipated, yearly event. Wartime paper collections and 

educating families with classes on building a Victory Garden 

have paved the way for our current recycling program with 

a 2007-2008 goal of collecting 100,000 bottles and cans 

funding various beautification projects on our campus. Our 

current ongoing clothing collections and unclaimed lost and 

found items benefit the students of Hooper School, which is 

in one of the poorest neighborhoods of L.A. 

     While the majority of volunteer programs support the 

children of Carpenter Avenue School, one of the great 

benefits of our PTA is its programs that incorporate teach-

ing our students the value of community service. Together with 

our school community, Carpenter's PTA has sponsored shoe 

drives, backpack drives, birthday boxes, and suitcase collections 

for children in foster care. 

     Carpenter's Annual Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive is one 

of the city's most successful in school collections and benefits 

the LA Food Bank. We host an Annual Holiday Toy Drive, which 

includes "adopting" several needy Los Angeles families. Over the 

last few years, weõve donated tens of thousands of books to 

other schools in need through our spring Book Exchange, while 

at the same time filling our own classrooms and library with do-

nated books. Another program incorporates collecting pennies 

for The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Pennies for Patients 

Program.  

    The Carpenter PTA Student Aid program sponsors clothing, 

school supplies and field trip money for all children in need at 

Carpenter School and the PTA organizes our Carpenter Cares 

Program, which provides volunteer help for any Carpenter fam-

ily undergoing an extreme crisis. 

     The Carpenter PTA could not provide these services with-

out the support of its annual membership and our school com-

munity. Join the Carpenter PTA and be a part of the illustrious 

history of our school! 

     Happy 81st Birthday, Carpenter PTA. Keep up the great 

work! 

The new school yearõs begun and with it comes 

the daily ritual of packing food for your brood. So time to 

load up those lunchboxes with king-size candy bars, triple 

portion chips bags, donuts, cupcakes, and 24 oz. fruit 

drinks. 

      Think Iõm kidding?  Iõm not. These are just a few 

of the hair-raising ð or should I say cholesterol-raising? ð  

òsnacksó Iõve seen kids chowing down on when I 

happened to be wandering through campus dur-

ing lunch or recess. It may seem odd to bring up 

cholesterol in conjunction with children, but con-

sider this ð recent statistics show that 40 million 

American kids have abnormally high cholesterol 

levels. Over the last twenty years, the number of 

overweight children has increased by more than 

50%.  And hereõs a statistic that applies to all adolescents  

ð only 32% of kids ages 6-17 meet minimum standards for 

cardiovascular fitness, flexibility, muscular strength, and 

endurance. Clearly this is a nationwide crisis that we all 

need to deal with.  And like charity, good health begins at 

home. 

      You may be thinking, sorry, this isnõt my prob-

lem. At my kidsõ last checkups, they were right on target 

with their height and weight percentiles. But a recent 

study declared that eating is as much a sociological issue 

as a physical one. Simply put, if a child at the lunch table is putting 

away a pack of M&Ms, their friend is going to be a whole lot less 

interested in eating his or her bag of grapes.  Again you say, not my 

problem. But thereõs a correlation between health issues and the 

ugly beast of schoolyard bullying.  When it comes to nasty taunts, 

weight may be the easiest target. Whether a childõs slim or husky, 

being the object of this kind of teasing can leave lifelong scars.  

Sophia Lorenõs voluptuous beauty helped make her a star. 

But the seventy-something legend still obsesses about how 

childhood bullies ridiculed her then-slim frame and nick-

named her òstuzzicadente ò ð toothpick.    

 Ironically, there probably couldnõt be a person less 

likely than me addressing nutritional issues. In college, my 

daily breakfast consisted of a Coke, Hershey bar, pack of 

Starburst, and a cigarette (which could be why a psychic 

once told me I had a freakishly short life line). My hope is that by 

instilling good eating habits in my daughter now, Iõll be saving her 

from the bad habits that have dogged me my whole life. Of course, 

creating healthy meals that our kids will actually eat takes time and 

creativity, and I donõt know about you but Iõm short on both.    

There are three simple changes you can make to your 

kidõs lunch that will instantly up the health quotient: swap out regu-

lar cheese for low-fat, switch to low-sodium cold cuts, and make 

sure the first ingredient in your sandwich bread is whole wheat. If 

your childõs resistant to fruits and vegetables, 

By Ellen Byron 

By Debra Van Tongeren 

Continued on Page 5 



TRAFFIC:   It seems that this is a topic in my Principal's Page every month, due to adults forgetting to follow safe driving 

practices . I'm sure that everyone wants to ensure the safety of our students and their families upon their arrivals and de-

partures of school. In order for that to happen, I am once more strongly urging parents to adhere to the following:  

 

DO NOT U-turn in front of the school 

DO NOT drop your children off in the school parking lot  

DO NOT park in the school parking lot 

DO NOT walk your children through the school parking lot or the north driveway entrance 

 ñplease use the appropriate gate entries 

DO NOT pull up and drop children off at the Laurel Canyon gate 

DO NOT speed  

DO NOT drop children off before 7:30 a.m.ñthere is no supervision before that time 

 

DO  adhere to the parking/no parking, no stopping and other traffic signs around school  

DO  use the valet drop off in the morning 

DO  allow a few extra minutes and be patient when using the carpool lane in the afternoon 

DO  be polite to school personnel and volunteers who help with valet and carpool lanes 

DO  insist your children cross at the crosswalks 

 

LET'S ALL WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE OUR SCHOOL SAFE!  

Principalõs Page ~ Linda Parth, Principal   

Character Development:   Ms. Beverly Allen , second grade teacher, did a wonderful job 

of organizing our first Character assembly of this year on September 24 with a focus on 

"Responsibility.ó Our fifth grade students, instructed by their teachers and Mrs. Kimberly 

Taweel , did a great job singing to us about the importance of being responsible. Carpenter 

students are demonstrating responsibility by stepping up to help keep our campus clean, assist 

others and complete daily class work and homework. They receive recognition coupons enti-

tled "Caught You Being Responsible" when spotted by school personnel while they are 

going the extra distance to be responsible. Parents are welcome to join us on the yard on 

Monday, November 5, for our next assembly, which will focus on the character trait of 

"Citizenship".  

Fun in the Sun:   Carpenter held two terrific picnics last month. The Kindergarten Picnic 

was well attended by many of our new families. The weather was perfect and so were the activi-

ties. Face painting, handprint tile painting, cereal and licorice necklace making, hula hooping and 

more. Thank you to Mrs. Dorian Lopinto -Meehan and the team of Kindergarten liai-

sons for putting together a wonderful opportunity for our Kindergarten families to meet each 

other.  Our All -School Picnic on Sunday, September 30, was also filled with tons of fun. Many, 

many thanks to Mrs. Amy Somers and her committee who put together a well-organized 

event filled with water balloon excitement, washable tattoos, magic, watermelon, popcorn, hot 

dogs and more. It was great to see so many of our Carpenter families attend this enjoyable gath-

ering. Thank you to Parents for Carpenter for sponsoring both of these wonderful annual 

activities. 

 

It's hard to believe we are already into the sixth week of the school year! We are moving 

along smoothly and have made it past that dreaded day that is often referred to as "NORM 

DAY.ó We are fortunate to have enough students to keep all of our fabulous teachers, 

therefore having no need to dismantle or create classes. 

October 2007 



SaVE the Date 
DONõT MISS THESE  

I M P O R T A N T  U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S !  

 

The staff and I look forward to seeing parents at our BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT on 

Tuesday, October 16. This is an important opportunity for parents to learn about the edu-

cational programs and the objectives for the year. This is not an opportunity for individual 

conferences. Please remember this is an evening for adults only.  There will be no 

supervision available for children.  Our teachers will be presenting twice during the 

evening, 5:30 to 6:10 p.m. and from 6:15 to 6:55 p.m., in order to provide parents the 

opportunity to visit more than one childõs classroom. We will hold elections for our 

School Site and LEARN Council during Back to School Night. We strongly encourage 

participation in this governance body. Beginning at 5 p.m. you may visit the Bake Sale 

(donations requested; please leave labeled items in the Parent Resource Room the morning 

of October 16), join the PTA , purchase Carpenter Spirit Wear , stop by the library for 

our Adopt -A-Book Program, pick up a tree to plant, and vote for your School Site/LEARN representatives. Limited parking 

will be available on our playground. Please DO NOT park in the teachers' lot  as the teachers will need their parking spaces 

upon returning for the evening.  

SCIENCE LAB Update:   The amazing Mrs. Lori Belateche and a fabulous, energy-filled volunteer group 

of parents have been hard at work preparing our future Science Lab in Room 45 .  A new floor, new coats 

of paint, new storage shelves, lab tables, stools, science kits and more will provide a motivating environment 

for students and teachers to focus on exciting lessons aligned to the state content standards.  The Chinese 

proverb:  "I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I DO and I understand" will definitely be 

proven as students delve into hands-on experiments while they study Earth, Life, and Physical Science 

units.  We hope to put the lab into operation by the end of October. 

SAVE  THE  DATE 
DONõT MISS THESE  

I M P O R T A N T   

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S !  

 

 

10/14    All -School Beautification - volunteers welcome!  

 

10/15-10/19  School Photos (all week)  

 

10/16   1:19 p.m. Dismissal Begins  

 

10/16   Back to School Night  

 

10/18   SSC/LEARN Mtg.  
 

10/26   Minimum Day - Halloween Carnival  
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òThe Amazing Wasteó Recycling Program: Just 5! 
This month, Carpenter is introducing "THE 

AMAZING WASTE! The 100,000 Beverage 

Container Collection Challenge.ó With the 

donation of just 5 CRV (California Redemp-

tion Value) beverage containers per week 

from every student, we can meet the chal-

lenge and raise money for our school while 

helping the environment. JUST 5 PER 

WEEK! 

 

Carpenter has partnered with the Los An-

geles Conservation Corps in an effort to 

encourage recycling in our community. 

There is a huge green recycling bin for bev-

erage containers located on the wall be-

tween the primary building and the lunch 

tables. And a recycling bin has been added 

just inside the Laurel Canyon gate.  

 

Please encourage your child to participate 

in "THE AMAZING WASTE!" by creating a 

place to store your CRV beverage contain-

ers (for example, a brown bag in the 

kitchen) and bringing them to school every 

week. They can drop them right in the bin 

before heading to class.  

It's a great way to start the conversation 

about recycling and our environment and 

our school directly benefits by receiving 

money for every container. Parents can 

also help the challenge by bringing CRV 

beverage containers from work or the 

gym. We know that many apartment 

buildings don't offer any recycling - so 

bring your beverage containers to school. 

And even if your home has a blue recy-

cling bin, save your beverage containers 

for "THE AMAZING WASTE" challenge 

and raise money for our school. 

 

We will be tracking our progress all year 

long and giving you regular updates. In the 

meantime, spread the word é JUST 5 

PER WEEK! 

Food for Thought 
feel free to resort to a little subterfuge. In-

stead of PB& J, make it a PB and mango 

sandwich. Our daughter loves PB, banana 

and honey roll-ups on whole wheat (and low

-carb) tortillas. Or add some finely chopped 

cucumber and carrots to a tuna sandwich. 

Odds are your children wonõt even know itõs 

there. Thereõs actually a cookbook by Missy 

Chase Lapine called òThe Sneaky Chef: Sim-

ple Strategies for Hiding Healthy Foods in 

Kids Favorite Meals.ó 

Interested in expanding your menu 

repertoire even further? Look for whole-

some lunch and snack ideas in next monthõs 

PTA newsletter. And if any reader has an 

idea or recipe theyõd like to share, feel free 

to email them to me at ellenb5036 

@sbcglobal.net. Letõs all work together to 

create a healthier nutritional environment 

for Carpenter kids. Who knows, maybe weõll 

reduce our own cholesterol counts in the 

process! 
Interested in learning more?  Check out 

these additional websites and books:   

Cspinet.org (Center for Science in the Public 

Interest) 

Healthiergeneration.org 

Kidshealth.org 

òLunch Lessons: Changing the Way We Feed 

Our Childrenó, by Ann Cooper 

òBrown Bag Success: Making Healthy 

Lunches Your Kids Wonõt Tradeó, by Sandra 

Nissenberg 

CRV (California Redemption Value) 

is paid on the following types of bev-

erages containers:  

 

Carbonated and non-carbonated water 

Carbonated and non-carbonated soft        

 drinks and sport drinks 

Coffee and tea drinks 

Beer and other malt beverage bottles 

Chocolate milk or other flavored milks 

 plastic bottles 

Wine bottles 

 

CRV is NOT paid on the following:  

 

White milk containers 

Medical containers 

Infant formula containers 

Distilled spirits bottles 

100% fruit juice in containers measuring 
 46 oz. or more 

Products not in liquid or "ready to drink" 

 form 

Products not intended for human  

 consumption 

Containers not labeled CRV made of alu-

minum, glass, metal, or plastic 

 

*For Our Studentsõ Safety* 

 

We request that students recycle on cam-

pus only the CRV labeled plastic bottles 

and aluminum cans. All glass CRV-

labeled  beverage containers should 

be placed in recycling bins by adults 

only.  

The Carpenter PTA is 

teaming up with EARTH-

TOTES and will be offer-

ing a reusable canvas gro-

cery tote. Our totes will 

feature a Carpenter logo 

and fun recycling facts. 

Every reusable bag has 

the potential to eliminate 

hundreds, if not thou-

sands, of plastic bags over 

its lifetime. These large, 

sturdy totes will be in 

limited supply and will 

make great gifts! 

 

Way to go, 4th grader Henry Palmieri! 

Coming Soon to Carpenter 
 


